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Kenya (Dairy Health)

Food, Health & Sustainability

Dairy farming is an integral part of many people’s lives throughout central Kenya and a key part of
the economy not only for the farmers involved but also for the individuals employed at the milk pro-
cessing plants. Every year, for the last several years, Dr. John

VanlLeeuwen, a professor at the Atlantic Veterinary College

(AVC), has travelled to the country along with a group of

students to help run a smallholder dairy health management

program at Wakulima Dairy Ltd., a dairy cooperative located

north of Nairobi. This program was first started by Farmers Help-

ing Farmers and the Nairobi Veterinary College in 1997. VWB/

VSF has been involved since 2006.

This summer our organization will once again supporting this

incredible program which aims to bring together North Ameri-

can and Kenyan veterinarians and veterinary students to

collaborate on clinical, extension, and research activities that

benefit all participants directly involved as well as the local dairy farming community.

The students will spend approximately three months providing veterinary care and extension to small-
holder dairy farmers living in poverty in rural Kenya and will work on a research project investigating the
efficacy of various anthelmintics on gastrointestinal parasites in dairy cattle.

About VWB/VSF

Founded in Guelph, Ontario in 2005, Veterinarians without Borders / Vétérinaires sans

Frontieres - Canada’s (VWB/VSF) mission is to work for, and with, those in need to foster the health of
animals, people, and the environments that sustain us. We are committed to engaging people where
they live and working with them to build on their existing strengths to adapt and prosper in our rapidly
changing world. From developing a canine population control program in Guatemala, to improving
goat production for women and children in HIV/AIDS — affected households in Uganda, to assisting in
the development of veterinary curricula in Senegal, VWB/VSF is continually working to help communities
develop locally-defined strategies to promote and maintain public and animal health.
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