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Wildlife Health

Zimbabwe is a country rich with some of the world’s most
breathtaking wildlife. Lions, leopards, cheetahs, baboons, cobras
and even elephants contribute to Zimbabwe's unique biodiversity.
Up until the recent political struggles, the tourism industry in the
country was thriving, particularly with the establishment of
trans-border (or multi-country) parks and conservation areas. While
these parks and conservation areas have allowed for a wider
range of movement for migratory animal populations and have
helped facilitate cross-border networks and partnerships, they
have also highlighted the need to regulate the use of dangerous
drugs in the immobilization of wildlife.

For the past four years, VWB/VSF-Canada has supported Dr. Dale Smith and her annual workshop
on the chemical and physical restraint of wildlife. Veterinarians, game farm managers and wildlife
contractors from all over southern Africa, as well as a few international guests, have attended these
instructive workshops.

VWB/VSF is proud to support Dr. Smith’s next trip to Zimbabwe, scheduled for February 2010. Dr. Smith
will continue her work educating wildlife professionals on conservation issues like how to capture, im-
mobilize and release wild animals. her workshop will also address how to manage a wildlife disease
surveillance program and how to keep a comprehensive pathology database.

To read more about Dr. Dale Smith’s life in Canada and her adventures around the world, check out
the November 2009 issue of Chatelaine magazine.

About VWB/VSF

Founded in Guelph, Ontario four years ago, Veterinarians without Borders / Vétérinaires sans
Fronfieres - Canada’s (VWB/VSF) mission is to work for, and with, those in need to foster the health

of animals, people, and the environments that sustain us. We are committed to engaging people
where they live and working with them to build on their existing strengths to adapt and prosper in the
rapidly changing world. From developing a canine population control program in Guatemala, to
improving goat production for women and children in HIV/AIDS - affected households in Uganda, to
assisting in the development of veterinary curricula in Senegal, VWB/VSF is continually working to help
communities develop locally-defined strategies to promote and maintain public and animal health.
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