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In 2006, Canadian veterinarian Dr. Claire Card collaborated with the 
University of Saskatchewan, the Foundation for Aids Orphaned Children 
and VWB/VSF to develop and implement a goat production project in 
Mbarara, Uganda. This project helps improve the health and wellbeing of 
Ugandan families by providing them with goats and goat training. Through 
this project, some of Mbarara’s most vulnerable families- many of whom 
have been affected by HIV and AIDS- have raised their socioeconomic 
status and laid the foundation for a more hopeful future. 

This past summer, VWB/VSF supported three students from the Western 
College of Veterinary Medicine to travel to Uganda and contribute to the 
goat production project. While in Mbarara, the team hosted workshops for 
farmers, students, and women of the community. These workshops 
covered goat management issues like nutrition, reproduction, vaccination, 
disease prevention and community partnerships. The team also distributed 
educational material, analyzed blood samples, handed out vegetable seeds and traveled 
around the region with local veterinarians tagging 1600 goats, vaccinating them and, later, 
giving them booster shots. 

VWB/VSF’s projects are carefully designed so that communities can take over after VWB/VSF 
members return home to Canada. To achieve this sustainability, workshops held in Mbarara 
focus on goat husbandry so that reproduction increases and more goat kids are “paid forward” 
throughout the community. To increase the community’s self-sufficiency, the VWB/VSF team also 
trains interested community members in livestock management so they can provide veterinary 
services and act as demonstration farmers. These paraveterinarians (paravets) receive 
training in housing, sanitation, feeding, reproduction, as well as in preventative and basic 
veterinary care. 

About VWB/VSF  

Founded in Guelph, Ontario in 2005, Veterinarians without Borders / Vétérinaires sans 
Frontières - Canada’s (VWB/VSF) mission is to work for, and with, those in need to foster the health 
of animals, people, and the environments that sustain us. We are committed to engaging people 
where they live and working with them to build on their existing strengths to adapt and prosper in the 
rapidly changing world.  From developing a canine population control program in Guatemala, to 
improving goat production for women and children in HIV/AIDS – affected households in Uganda, to 
assisting in the development of veterinary curricula in Senegal, VWB/VSF is continually working to help 
communities develop locally-defined strategies to promote and maintain public and animal health. 
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