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A few years ago, alarm about the Avian influenza pandemic swept 
across the world. Although media coverage in Canada has recently 
cooled off, Avian influenza is still a very real concern.

Outbreaks can affect both people and animals and can lead to 
illness and death. Even when outbreaks are limited to animals, 
the consequences are far-reaching. In just a matter of days, this virus 
can kill 90% of a flock and the only way to stop the virus is to kill 
every domestic bird in the area. 

In countries that rely on poultry farming, like Togo in West Africa, 
outbreaks of Avian influenza can be devastating. Forcing farmers 
to destroy their livestock is especially difficult in a country where an 
estimated 32% of the population live below the poverty line. 
 
As Togo works to compensate these farmers, the need for a pandemic prevention and response 
system is clear. To support these efforts, VWB/VSF is collaborating with VSF-Suisse to deliver 
training programs in Togo on prevention, detection, and control of Avian influenza in central 
and southern Togo. Local vets and technicians recently trained in methods for disease 
prevention and control are now sharing their expertise with AVEs (Agents Villageois d’Elevage), 
local organizations, villagers, market sellers and national park rangers in an effort to effectively 
prevent and respond to Avian influenza.

About VWB/VSF  

Founded in Guelph, Ontario in 2005, Veterinarians without Borders / Vétérinaires sans Frontières 
Canada’s (VWB/VSF) mission is to work for, and with, those in need to foster the health of 
animals, people, and the environments that sustain us. We are committed to engaging people 
where they live and working with them to build on their existing strengths to adapt and prosper 
in our rapidly changing world.  From developing a canine population control program in 
Guatemala, to improving goat production for women and children in HIV/AIDS – affected 
households in Uganda, to assisting in the development of veterinary curricula in Senegal, 
VWB/VSF is continually working to help communities develop locally-defined strategies to 
promote and maintain public and animal health. 
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