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Tanzania

Food, Health and Sustainability

Life in Tanzania can be filled with staggering hardship. Tanzania is one of the
world’s poorest countries and it has been devastated by HIV and AIDS. Also,
although many families rely on subsistence farming, the soil is poor and few
families can afford cattle or goats.

VWB/VSF has been working with Tanzanian communities since 2006, when
VWB/VSF member Dr. Roger Thomson initiated a poultry project in Rungwe,
a district of south western Tanzania, to support local subsistence farmers.
Through this program, local chickens are cross-bred with Rhode Island Red
cocks to create larger, healthier and more productive chickens. With help
from local partners, Dr. Thomson also initiated a farmer education and sup-
port program.

Recently, the project has taken an exciting twist as VWB/VSF sets its sights
on supporting Rungwe's student population. In llima and Lubanda, com-
munities in Rungwe, approximately 35% of high school students have been
orphaned by HIV and AIDS. For these students, access to food and money is
scarce, and prospects for the future are limited. In response to these chal-
lenges, VWB/VSF is working with the students to expand the poultry program
to the local high school.

In collaboration with local partners, VWB/VSF is building a multi-purpose facility where a few students
will live and manage a coop of donated chickens with ongoing support and training from local
livestock officers and VWB/VSF. Egg sales will subsidize their school and living expenses while the
experience will help them develop skills to improve their livelihoods. This poultry program will also
serve as a “model farm” in the community where local farmers can meet, discuss, and learn about
successful poultry production.

Through this poultry project, students are armed with valuable skills and training so they can pass
their knowledge on to others in the community. This focus on sustainability ensures that the project’s
impact will ripple through the villages of lima and Lubanda, throughout the region of Rungwe, and
hopefully beyond.

About VWB/VSF

Founded in Guelph, Ontario in 2005, Veterinarians without Borders / Vétérinaires sans Frontieres
Canada’s (VWB/VSF) mission is fo work for, and with, those in need to foster the health of animails,
people, and the environments that sustain us. We are committed to engaging people where they
live and working with them to build on their existing strengths to adapt and prosper in our rapidly
changing world. From developing a canine population control program in Guatemala, to improving
goat production for women and children in HIV/AIDS — affected households in Uganda, to assisting in
the development of veterinary curricula in Senegal, VWB/VSF is continually working to help
communities develop locally-defined strategies to promote and maintain public and animal health.
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