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Ghana

Food, Health & Sustainability

With nearly 28% of its population living below the poverty line and with over 100 different ethnic group
residing within its borders, it is remarkable that Ghana has not experienced the political strife suffered by
so many other African nations. Ghana is often referred to as the “Island of Peace”, a fitting description
for an African country that has experienced almost two de-

cades of stable, democratic rule.

Agriculture drives Ghana's economy, employing over 40%

of its working population. Many people living in the Nadowli
District in upper western Ghana are smallholder livestock farm-
ers raising chickens, guinea fowl, cows, sheep, goats and pigs.
These farmers are dependent on their livestock not only as an
important food source for their families, but also as a means of
generating income. Unfortunately, the region lacks the vet-
erinary infrastructure needed to ensure the continued health
and productivity of these farm animals.

VWB/VSF is now supporting a project led by Drs. Bruce Hunter and Isaac Luginaah that aims to improve
food security and, in turn, the health and wellbeing of smallholder farmers living in Chang and surround-
ing villages in the Nadowli District. After meeting with local farmers, Drs. Hunter and Luginaah identified
several areas where VWB/VSF can be of assistance.

To start, VWB/VSF will work with its Ghanaian partners to deliver training courses on livestock disease
prevention, detection and treatment. The team will also work with farmers to develop better methods
for harvesting and storing animal feed. This is especially important since the Nadowli District is prone to
periods of drought. Farmers have also identified guinea fowl production as a potentially lucrative local
industry. Together with VWB/VSF, they will look at developing improved husbandry methods and explore
ways in which to profit from this native bird species.

Like all VWB/VSF projects, the ultimate goal is to build local capacity so that Ghanaian farmers can im-
prove their livelihoods and create a brighter future for themselves and their community.

About VWB/VSF

Founded in Guelph, Ontario four years ago, Veterinarians without Borders / Vétérinaires sans

Frontieres - Canada’s (VWB/VSF) mission is to work for, and with, those in need to foster the health of
animals, people, and the environments that sustain us. We are committed to engaging people where
they live and working with them to build on their existing strengths to adapt and prosper in our rapidly
changing world. From developing a canine population control program in Guatemala, to improving
goat production for women and children in HIV/AIDS — affected households in Uganda, to assisting in
the development of veterinary curricula in Senegal, VWB/VSF is continually working to help communities
develop locally-defined strategies to promote and maintain public and animal health.
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