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In Chile, street-dog overpopulation is a serious and multi-faceted 
ethical, socioeconomic and public health problem. Canine over-
population not only threatens the health and welfare of the dogs 
themselves, but also impacts the health of people, wildlife and 
domestic animals. Dogs in this region are dying at an alarming rate 
from disease, malnutrition and neglect. And while there have been 
numerous attempts to deal with the problem, the public’s percep-
tion of the issue remains extremely varied.  Thus, developing a long-
term and sustainable solution has been a challenge.

In fall 2008, VWB/VSF supported a team of two Canadian profession-
als to travel to Valdivia, Chile to look into the feasibility of developing a culturally-appropriate 
canine management program. After assessing the situation and garnering community support, 
the team made a permanent move to Valdivia the following winter to start putting their com-
prehensive program into action.

Since their arrival in Valdivia, the VWB/VSF team has spent the better part of the year immersing 
themselves in Chilean culture and learning about the community in which they live and work. 
Along the way they have built trusting relationships with key people from various sectors, includ-
ing people from academia, government and non-government groups. Together with these 
new partners, the team has initiated several animal health and education campaigns in small 
communities throughout the region. Collecting baseline data from these communities on dogs, 
people and diseases has also been an important first step. Examining the data will not only high-
light specific problem areas in each community, it will also be used in comparative studies that 
will look at canine issues throughout the country. This systematic approach will allow VWB/VSF to 
evaluate its programs, learn from successes and failures, and hopefully bring a sustainable solu-
tion to Chile’s dog overpopulation problem.

About VWB/VSF  
Founded in Guelph, Ontario four years ago, Veterinarians without Borders / Vétérinaires sans 
Frontières - Canada’s (VWB/VSF) mission is to work for, and with, those in need to foster the health 
of animals, people, and the environments that sustain us. We are committed to engaging people 
where they live and working with them to build on their existing strengths to adapt and prosper in the 
rapidly changing world.  From developing a canine population control program in Guatemala, to 
improving goat production for women and children in HIV/AIDS – affected households in Uganda, to 
assisting in the development of veterinary curricula in Senegal, VWB/VSF is continually working to help 
communities develop locally-defined strategies to promote and maintain public and animal health. 

VWB/VSF - Canada
110-100 Stone Road West, Guelph, ON   N1G 5L3
Tel. 519-823-2324; Email: info@vwb-vsf.ca

www.vwb-vsf.ca

Companion Animals & Community Health


