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more money is needed to get this new phase off  
the ground.

This project arms students with valuable skills 
and training so they can pass their knowledge on 
to others in their community.  Such a ripple-ef-
fect has a powerful infl uence in this micro-econ-
omy as each improvement leads to further gains.  
Dr. Thomson has seen and contributed to signifi -
cant improvements in the seven years that he 
has spent in the region. When he fi rst visited the 
community of Ilima, for example, there was no 
high school.  Local and internati onal eff orts have 
led to the constructi on of Ilima Secondary School, 
which students from several surrounding villages now att end.  According to 
Dr. Thomson, there has been a steep learning curve: from understanding the 
local issues and the best way to manage the fl ow of funding, to deciding which 
groups to engage and where to concentrate eff orts. 
 
This holiday season you can help support the student poultry program in 
Tanzanian by purchasing the “Healthy Chickens, Healthy Tanzanian Students” 
e-gift . This e-gift  is part of VWB/VSF’s One World Gift s Campaign. Visit www.
vwb-vsf.ca to learn more!

Photos: Farmers; Young boy and Dr. Thomson. Ilima, Tanzania, 2009. All photos courtesy of Dr. Roger Thomson.

2009 Rabies Campaign – Update!

As this newslett er was going to print, donati ons were sti ll coming in from 
Canadian veterinary practi ces in support of our 2009 Rabies Campaign we 
will therefore be announcing how much money the campaign raised and the 
contest winners in our Holiday Newslett er.
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